Handbells have been rung throughout the world
for many centuries. The
British Isles have been described as the 'Ringing
Isles', with the composer
Handel [1685-1759] describing the handbell as
the English national
instrument.

From our records we know that there was a flourishing
Handbell
team at Bolsterstone before LBgz when a peal
of eight Tower Bells was
installed in church. David Brearley, the first
Tower captain, was also
leader of a group of handbell ringers, called 'Bolsterstone
Handbell
Society'' David kept a scrapbook
[dated 1BB5] which included a list of
tunes to be played. copies of the music which
were hand written in small

manuscript books were included in the scrapbooh
and some of the music is
still played today.
The handbells were cast by Shaw's at their
foundry in Bradford [no
longer in existence] at around 1880. Handbells
are cast in bronze [an alloy
consisting of four parts copper and one part
tin-cailed beil metar].

For much of the 20tr century
[probabry during and after the two
World Wars] the bells were packed away and
stored in a loft at the
vicarage. They were re-discovered in 1,979,
and the church council
decided that they shourd be sord if they
were not to be prayed, [the church
roof at that time suffered from dry-rot
and repair funds were desperately
needed]. Fortunatery the beils were
saved and in LgBL, under the
leadership of Mrs' Brenda Milnes, a group
of enthusiastic ringers began
practising and building up a repertoire
of music to be prayed at locar
events' During the first few months of practice
they received a lot of help
from Hazel Bradey, Ieader of Eccresfield
Handbeil Ringers. Since 1,gBL
thousands of pounds have been raised
for Charity.

In 2008 Mrs' Dorothy Kirbyshaw took over
the leadership and the

ringers still practise each week at the
Christian Centre in Stocksbridge.

There are ten prayers in the team and
they have over fifty beils
covering four chromatic octaves. Duplicates
of certain bells have been
bought in recent years. The bells are
set out on three tables and divided
between four trebles, three tenors and
three bass.
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When they need refurbishing or repairing they are taken to Taylor's
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practices and are heavily insured, as a new set would cost over f,20,000.
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It is hoped that Handbell ringing will long continue to give pleasure
to both Ringers and Listeners.
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